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Jim McClellan

ACPS Superintendent Dr. Gregory Hutchings lays out his “100-Day” vision at T.C. Will-
iams High School last Wednesday, Feb. 6.

‘Raise the Bar for All Kids’
Public schools chief to boost rigor, equity.

By Dan Brendel

Gazette Packet

H
aving analyzed the situation over the
first 100 days or his tenure, Superinten-
dent Dr. Gregory Hutchings laid out his vi-

sion, principally for “equity,” for the public school
system’s future.

“Equity is the number one reason why ACPS is not
the number one school division in this state, in the
country,” he told a crowd of parents, teachers and

Right to Organize
DASH bus drivers to begin
collective bargaining, following
clashes over unionization.

By Dan Brendel

Gazette Packet

T
he Amalgamated Tran-
sit Union, representing
local DASH bus driv-
ers, will begin collec-

tive bargaining negotiations next
week, on the heels of a successful
unionization effort in November.

DASH drivers voted overwhelm-
ingly to unionize — 97 in favor,
13 against, 21 abstentions — in a
Nov. 15 election overseen by the
National Labor Relations Board.
They’ll fold into ATU Local 689,
which represents transit workers,
including Metro employees,
throughout the region. Local 689
in turn affiliates with the Amal-
gamated Transit Union, which cov-
ers the U.S. and Canada.

The union and DASH manage-
ment will begin collective bargain-

ing negotiations on Tuesday, Feb.
19. DASH General Manager Josh
Baker thinks the process could
take most of a year.

Negotiations come in the wake
of several points of contention last
fall between drivers, the union,
and DASH management.

PAY AND BENEFITS
DASH pay is “lower” and

“slower” than other regional bus
systems, said Tyler Boos, a DASH
driver. DASH drivers’ top pay
grade, which takes 20 years to
reach, is $29 per hour. That com-
pares to $34 and 5 years with
WMATA Metrobus, and $32 and 5
years with Fairfax Connector, ac-
cording to Chris Townsend, a
union organizer.

“Unfortunately, we are simply
not yet in a stable enough fiscal

McClellan to keynote
Friendship Firehouse breakfast.‘Tragedy on the Potomac’
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By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

J
im McClelland, a professor
of history and the dean of
liberal arts at the Alexan-

dria Campus of Northern Virginia
Community College, will keynote
the Friendship Veterans Fire En-
gine Association’s 245th annual
meeting and breakfast Feb. 18 to
kick off the city’s George Washing-
ton Birthday celebration of events.

McClellan is the author of the
two-volume American history text
“Historical Moments: Changing
Interpretations of America’s Past”
as well as numerous journal ar-
ticles. His presentation will be
“Tragedy on the Potomac,” the
story of a day in the history of Al-

exandria that began with “great
joy and ended in a disaster that
traumatized the nation and altered
the course of American history.”

McClellan is the recipient of The
University of Texas at Arlington’s
1997 Distinguished Alumni
award, described by the school as
“the highest honor the university
can bestow on one of its gradu-
ates.” He has graduate degrees
from the University of Texas at
Arlington, George Washington
University and Union Institute and
University at The Institute for
Policy Studies. In 2012 he was
named a Living Legend of Alexan-
dria.

The Friendship Firehouse break-
fast is the traditional kick off to
the city’s George Washington

Birthday celebration of events that
includes a wreath laying at the
Tomb of the Unknown Revolution-
ary Soldier at 11 a.m. and the sign-
ing of the Armed Forces Commu-
nity Covenant with the Comman-
dants of Fort Belvoir and Quantico
at noon. The parade through Old
Town begins at 1 p.m. New this
year is the Hunt for Washington
treasure hunt. The Friendship

Firehouse breakfast will take place
Feb. 18 at the Crowne Plaza Ho-
tel, 901 N. Fairfax St., at 8:30am.
Tickets are $40 and include a three
course meal and the presentation
of the Reverend Ben Lynt Distin-
guished Community Service
Award. For tickets or more infor-
mation, contact Bill Kehoe at
kehoeFD@aol.com or 703-751-
6416.
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Letters

From Page 10

lican Speaker of the House will
likely become governor and will
preside with a one or two vote
margin in the General Assembly.
And, if that scenario occurs, I have
no doubt that among one of the
new governor’s first orders of busi-
ness would be to repeal or at least
significantly marginalize the ex-
pansion of the Medicaid program.

It’s important to remember that
Governor Northam almost single-
handedly was responsible for the
enactment of Medicaid Expansion,
which will bring comprehensive
health insurance to more than
200,000 very low-income African
Americans in the Commonwealth
(including a few thousand in the
City of Alexandria). Repealing or
marginalizing Medicaid Expan-
sion, in my mind, would represent
a far greater affront to the dignity,
the value and the hopes of the Af-
rican American community than
Northam’s shameful, ignorant and,
yes, racist affront 35 years ago by
applying black shoe polish on his
face.

Finally, it’s worth pointing out
that Alexandria’s own reputation
remains somewhat “blackfaced” as
long as the “Lost Cause” Confed-
erate statue remains in the middle
of a major thoroughfare in Old

Town and our only public high
school — the largest one in the
Commonwealth — still bears the
name of a segregationist.

Richard Merritt
Alexandria

Remember
Washington’s
Knight
To the Editor:

Fisher Ames (1758-1808), the
great orator of Massachusetts,
made a decisive speech favoring
the controversial 1796 Jay Treaty.
His winning its adoption saved
Washington from a major political
defeat, and earned him the
President’s gratitude — an invita-
tion to Mt. Vernon.

Republicans in the House of
Representatives were holding up
the appropriation to fund the un-
popular treaty. Washington des-
perately wanted this treaty with
England which would open their
ports to trade with us, end the
Royal Navy’s interdiction of Ameri-
can ships, and get England finally
to complete the terms of the peace
treaty of 1783. At the close of his
Presidency, this treaty would vin-
dicate his policy of neutrality be-

tween England and France who
were at war. However, Republicans
opposed it because of their sym-
pathies to France for helping
America win our war of indepen-
dence, and the fact Jay did not get
Britain to complete all the terms
of the 1783 peace.

After a month’s deadlock Ames,
the last to speak, essentially ar-
gued the Constitution. The “Presi-
dent and the Senate are the agents
and instruments of treaties.” Con-
gressman are not elected to work
in this province, but have to sup-
port the Senate’s and Executive’s
treaty efforts like they support our
legislations, he said. “The treaty is
the promise of a nation,” he con-
tinued, and spoke of all the accom-
plishments of the United States.
He declared the treaty (while not
perfect), was a chance for America
to gain respect in the world. Many
present became emotional at his
putting America on par with the
great nations of Europe. “I see no
exception to the respect that is
paid among nations to the Law of
Good Faith.” It was unlike any-
thing heard before in the Con-
gress. One Supreme Court Justice
exclaimed: “Bless my stars! I never
heard anything so great since I was
born!” Vice President Adams re

See Letters,  Page 22


