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MVP Southgate Amendment Project
Virginia DEQ CWA 401 WQC Request and VWP Permit Application

1.0 Project Information

Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC (Mountain Valley') is seeking an Individual Permit from the United States
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Norfolk and Wilmington Districts to conduct regulated activities below
the ordinary high water elevation of navigable waters under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of
1899 and for the discharge of dredged and fill material into Waters of the United States under Section 404
of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the MVP Southgate Amendment Project (Amendment Project). In
addition to the USACE Individual Permit application, Mountain Valley will be requesting CWA § 401 Water
Quality Certification (WQC) and a Virginia Water Protection (VWP) permit from the Virginia Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) for portions of the Amendment Project located in Virginia.

Due to the large volume of materials included in this submission, Mountain Valley has prepared this
supplement for the convenience of DEQ staff in processing the VWP permit application and forthcoming
CWA § 401 WQC request.?

2.0 VWP Permit Application

Mountain Valley submits this application for an individual VWP permit in accordance with Va. Code §
62.1-44.15:20.D.3 To facilitate DEQ’s review, Mountain Valley has endeavored to prepare a complete
application that provides all necessary information to make a tentative permit decision. Appended to this
narrative as Attachment A-1 is a checklist that includes every permit application requirement in the VWP
regulations and a reference to the location in this application package where the relevant information can
be found.

The alternatives analysis for the Amendment Project is included in Section 3.0 of the Individual Permit
application narrative. All alternatives not incorporated into the Amendment Project were evaluated and
determined to either not be practicable, not satisfy the project purpose, or result in greater adverse
impacts to surface waters. On-site measures to avoid and minimize impacts to surface waters are
described in Sections 5.1 and 5.2 of the Individual Permit application narrative. These include but are not
limited to, site-specific analysis of alternative crossing methods, narrowing the right-of-way near surface
waters, using appropriate erosion and sediment control best management practices to protect aquatic
resources from stormwater runoff, and restoring wetlands and waterbodies to pre-construction conditions.
Site-specific erosion and sediment control plans are currently under development for the Amendment
Project.

Mountain Valley is proposing to avoid and minimize aquatic impacts by using trenchless crossing
methods where appropriate and practicable. Trenchless crossing methods significantly reduce the direct
aquatic impacts associated with stream and wetland crossings. Due to site logistics, trenchless crossings

" Mountain Valley is a joint venture between EQT; NextEra Energy, Inc.; Consolidated Edison, Inc.; AltaGas Ltd.; and
RGC Resources, Inc.

2 Mountain Valley reserves all rights to amend, withdraw, or supplement the VWP Permit Application or any of its
Attachments (including the Attachments thereto), and/or to object to, contest, or hold out as optional/ unnecessary
any permit, request, approval, or certification applied for, denied, or received pursuant to the VWP Permit Application
or its Attachments, pursuant to any Presidential Executive Order or any governmental action taken as a result of or
related to any Presidential Executive Order.

3 The maximum diameter of the pipeline is 30 inches. Accordingly, the additional WQC requirements in Va. Code §
62.1-44:15:21(J) do not apply to the Amendment Project.

1 Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC
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sometimes necessitate that timber mats or other structures be placed in aquatic resources (temporary fill)
for the duration of the crossing to support the construction equipment crossing. Mountain Valley’s site-
specific analysis of alternative crossing methods for each single and complete project can be found in
Section 5.1.1 and Table 12 of the Individual Permit application narrative. Plan and Profile Crossing
Drawings for each impact area included in this application can be found in Attachment H of the Individual
Permit application.

All wetland and waterbody impacts associated with the construction and operation of the Amendment
Project will be temporary fill, conversion impacts of forested and shrub/scrub wetlands to emergent
wetlands, or permanent fill due to newly installed or replaced culverts. No loss of wetland area is
anticipated from the construction of the Amendment Project. A summary of proposed stream and wetland
impacts in Virginia is included in Tables A-1 and A-2 (of this document), respectively. Detail maps of
proposed stream and wetland impacts are included in Figure A-2.

Mountain Valley is proposing compensatory mitigation in the form of credit purchase agreements through
third-party mitigation banks. Mountain Valley is working to obtain credit purchase agreements for all
wetland conversion impacts and permanent impacts to streams. The credit purchase agreements will
provide sufficient compensatory mitigation to comply with the VWP permit program regulatory
requirements for all permanent wetland conversion impacts. Please refer to Section 5.3 of the Individual
Permit application narrative for additional information on compensatory mitigation.

The Amendment Project has negotiated the majority of its necessary temporary and permanent
easements for the properties within the Amendment Project limits. There are no known wetlands or
waterbodies within land that use protective instruments that the Amendment Project is aware of. If this
information changes, the Amendment Project will submit updated information attesting to the new
information in a supplemental filing.

3.0 401 Certification Request

Under state law, a VWP permit issued to Mountain Valley would constitute CWA § 401 WQC for the
Amendment Project with respect to stream and wetland crossings subject to the jurisdiction of the
USACE.“ By satisfying the requirements of a complete VWP permit application, this submission has been
prepared to provide the factual information necessary for DEQ to make a WQC decision in accordance
with state law. This application constitutes Mountain Valley’s request for certification.®

As required by 40 CFR § 121.6(a), Mountain Valley requests that DEQ send a written notification to
Mountain Valley, the USACE Norfolk District Project Manager (Steven Vanderploeg,
Steven.A.Vanderploeg@usace.army.mil), and the FERC Project Manager (Oliva Yu, olivia.yu@ferc.gov)
confirming the date DEQ received this request.

4Va. Code § 62.1-44.15:20.D.
540 CFR§121.5

2 Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC
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4.0 Additional Information

The additional information below is provided to facilitate DEQ’s review of this application. Note that
Mountain Valley previously submitted a Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination (PJD) to the USACE
Norfolk District confirming the presence of Waters of the United States in the Amendment Project limits of
disturbance within Virginia. As of the date of this application, the PJD approval letter is still pending.

Details regarding stream and wetland impacts in Virginia are included in Table A-1 and Table A-
2, respectively. All proposed impacts to state waters, including temporary impacts associated
with trenchless crossing methods, are included in this table.

Summaries of stream impacts by flow regime and wetland impacts by Cowardin Class in Virginia
are included as Table A-3 and Table A-4, respectively.

The VWP Individual Permit Complete Application Checklist 3 is included as Attachment A-1.

An executed VWP Permit Program Property-Access Agreement is included as Attachment A-2
hereto.

Riparian Property Owner Information is included as Attachment A-3.

The PJD request to the USACE Norfolk District is included as Attachment A-4.
Correspondence with the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and
Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources that includes the DCR Natural Heritage Review

Response letter and state threatened and endangered species coordination is included as
Attachment A-5.

Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC
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