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The RAFT:   
One-Year Virtual Progress Workshop for the Cities 

of Petersburg & Hopewell  
Friday, April 12, 2024 , 1:30 pm- 3:30 pm  

https://virginia.zoom.us/j/99509175998?pwd=NURtV1NCMnJoeWhRVFlZU3VUUWphQT09  
Meeting ID: 995 0917 5998  

Passcode: 935630 Dial-in if needed: +1 301 715 8592  
 

Agenda 

1:30 PM  Welcome and Overview of RAFT Timeline  

 
1:40 PM Locality Presentations: Community Achievements & Impact of The RAFT  

● Kelly Davis, Senior Planner of Development, City of Hopewell   
● Naomi Siodmok, Director of Planning and Community Development, City 

of Petersburg  
● Q+A Session 

 
2:00 PM Faculty Flash Presentations: Products from Working with Cities through RAFT  

● Karen Firehock, Director, Green Infrastructure Center and 
 Lecturer, UVA Urban & Environmental Planning and Landscape 
Architecture  

● Kun Xie, Assistant Professor, ODU Dept. of Civil & Environmental 
 Engineering  

● Bev Wilson, Associate Professor, UVA Urban & Environmental Planning 
● Leslie Hoglund, Clinical Assistant Professor, ODU School of Community 

and Environmental Health. 
● Q+A Session 

 
2:20 PM Opportunities for Continued Resilience Work with RAFT Partners   

● Kit Friedman, Crater Planning District Commission   
● Heather Barrar, Friends of the Lower Appomattox River 
● Lisa Homa, Petersburg Healthy Options Partnership (PHOPs) 
● Q+A Session 

 
2:50 PM Moving Forward Together: Next Steps for RAFT Implementation 

● RAFT-facilitated session and discussion 
 
3:30 PM Adjourn 

https://virginia.zoom.us/j/99509175998?pwd=NURtV1NCMnJoeWhRVFlZU3VUUWphQT09
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Acknowledgment of Funders      
This RAFT product was created with funding, in part, from:  

Virginia Environmental Endowment 

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Coastal Zone Management Program*  

 

 

We are grateful to these funders for supporting various phases of The 
RAFT from 2015-Present.  

Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality and National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2017- Present     

Virginia Environmental Endowment, Virginia Program, 2017- Present     

University of Virginia Environmental Institute, formerly Environmental Resilience Institute, 2018- 
Present     

Virginia Sea Grant Adaptation and Resilience Program, 2017-2024    

Jessie Ball duPont Fund, 2019- 2024   

Natural Hazards Center, Public Health Disaster Research Award Program, 2022-2024   

Agua Fund, 2022-2023    

University of Virginia School of Architecture, Faculty Summer Research Program, 2018, 2022    

Commonwealth Center for Recurrent Flooding Resiliency, 2021-2022   

Anonymous, 2018-2019     

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Restoration and Community Stewardship Grant, 2016- 2018   

For more information visit The RAFT website: raft.ien.virginia.edu  

** This product was funded in part by the Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program at the Department of Environmental Quality through 
Grant # NA23NOS4190255 of the U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, under the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972, as amended. The views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, NOAA, or any of its subagencies.  

http://raft.ien.virginia.edu/
http://raft.ien.virginia.edu/

