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Agenda

•Background
oBrief Review of Original Water Supply Plan

•Plan Elements

•Plan Development

•DEQ Resources

•Next Steps

•Q & A (30 min. – 1 hr.)
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Background



Background 

• 1999 – 2002 drought

• Local and Regional Water Supply Planning 
Regulation (2005) (9VAC25-780)

• Plan submitted and reviewed (2008-2013) 

• State Water Resources Plan (2015)

• 5-year Data Updates (2017-2018) 

• State Water Resources Plan (2020) 
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Original Water Supply Plans (2013*)

• Original Plan Elements
oExisting sources, water use, and resource conditions
oProjected demand (2040)
oWater management activities
oDrought response and contingency plans
oStatement of need 
oAlternatives Analysis 

*For a copy of your Regional Planning Area's original plan(s), please contact the water 
supply planner assigned to the region (see Slide 30).
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2008 – 2011 Water Supply Planning Areas
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Current Regional Planning Areas (RPAs)
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Legislative Mandates 

HB542  (2020)

River-basin approach

Water supply risks

Stakeholder 
involvement

HB1297 (2022)

Localities can request 
reassignment to adjoining 
Regional Planning Area

HB2095 (2023)

Distinct Potomac River 
Source Regional Planning 
Area

Metro Washington 
Drought Plan
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Regulatory Timeline

Regulatory 
Advisory 

Panel 
Concluded

April 12, 
2022

State Water 
Control Board 

Meeting 

June 22, 2022

Attorney 
General 
Approval

August 30, 2022

Office of 
Regulatory 

Management 
Approval

 April 19, 2023

Public 
Comment 
Concluded

July 21, 2023

State Water 
Control Board 

Meeting 

November 30, 
2023

Effective 
October 9, 

2024
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Plan Elements



Navigating 
the Water 
Supply 
Planning 
Regulation
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• 10. Application

• 20. Purpose of chapter

• 30. Definitions

• 45. Designation of Regional Planning Areas

SETUP

• 50. Preparation of local information and regional water supply plan; 
submission requirements for a regional water supply plan

• 140. Review of regional water supply plans

PROCESS

• 90. Existing water resource information

EXISTING RESOURCES
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• 70. Existing water source information

• 80. Existing water use information

• 100. Projected water demand information; statement of need and 
alternatives

DATA  - SOURCE/USE/DEMAND PROJECTIONS

• 110. Water demand management information

• 120. Drought response and contingency plans

• 125. Identification of water supply risks and proposed regional 
strategies

ANALYSIS - DEMAND MGMT/DROUGHT PLANS/RISKS
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Resources



Resources for Plan Development
DEQ 'Water Supply Planning Resources' Webpage
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Resources for Plan Development
DEQ 'Water Supply Planning Resources' Webpage
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Resources for Plan Development
DEQ 'Water Supply Planning Meetings' Webpage



Resources for Plan Development
Guidance Document

• Guidance Narrative undergoing review

oBreakdown of responsibilities

oSuggested methodologies

oClarifying language

oNo additional requirements
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Resources for Plan Development
Guidance Document

• Accompanying Forms
▪ Preparation and Submission Checklist (Sect. 50)

▪ 70-80-100: Sources, Water use, and Demand Projection
• Populated with data from DEQ

• Tool to provide data and for use in projected demand development
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Resources for Plan Development
Local & Regional Summaries

• Facility map showing demand across the region

• Modeling results by watershed

oExpansion on State Plan – regional approach

oEx. Individual facilities during drought

• Water availability

• Summer 2025
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Resources for Plan Development
Funding

• General Assembly appropriated $462,000 in grant funds for first 
two years of water supply plan development

• $231,000 available for FY2025

• Applications open from 2/18/2025 – 3/31/2025

oNotifications of award in May 2025

oTypical award of $8,884/RPU

• Letters and office hours

25     



Resources for Plan Development
Funding

Application Preparation

• Review application package, see 
Water Supply Planning 
Resources webpage

• Determine lead applicant

Application 
Process

• Completed application 
package due 3/31/2025

• Application

• Budget Spreadsheets

• Register in eVA and 
upload a COV W9

Notification of 
Awards, 
Contracts, & 
Resolutions

• Notification of awards 
May of 2025

• Signed contracts 
due 6/1/2025

• Local Government 
Resolutions 
due 6/1/2025

Funds Awarded 
& Documentation 
of Expenses

• Grant funds awarded
after signed contract is 
returned to DEQ

• Spend funds

• Submit receipts and 
updated budget 
tables before 
Documentation of 
Expenses deadline (90 
days from pay date)
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Resources for Plan Development
Funding

27     



Next Steps



Plan Development Timeline

Kick-off 
Meeting

Coordinate 
with RPU 
Members

Consult and 
coordinate 

with 
stakeholders

Compile 
Local data 

and narrative
Plan 

submission 
October 2029

DEQ 
Resources

Regional data 
and analysis
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Plan Review and Update Timeline

DEQ reviews Plans for 
compliance, publicly 

notices tentative 
decisions

90 days from submission

5-year data review         
and update

10-year plan           
submission date
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Questions?

Find the Water Supply Planner 
Assigned to your Region
On DEQ's Water Supply Planning webpage

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/water/water-quantity/water-supply-planning
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