
Pollution Prevention Programs
At DEQ and Throughout the Commonwealth

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

December 10, 2024



Welcome & 
Agenda

• DEQ and Pollution Prevention (P2)

• The Virginia Environmental 
Excellence Program (VEEP)

• The Virginia Green Program

• The Governor’s Environmental 
Excellence Awards

• Food Waste

• Additional Information about 
Pollution Prevention and Waste 
Management
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Objectives

_Understand the importance of pollution prevention_

_List some of the pollution prevention programs at DEQ_

_Know how to identify Virginia Green businesses_

_Find additional pollution prevention resources_

_Identify at least one action you can take to prevent pollution_
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What does DEQ do to protect our environment from pollution?

Sets limits on polluting 
activities through 
permits and 
regulations

Administers programs to prevent pollution

Recognition

Voluntary Action

Education

Resources
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What is Pollution Prevention?

• Pollution Prevention means eliminating 
or reducing the use, generation, or 
release at the source of environmental 
waste.

• Motivating Virginia businesses to 
minimize their environmental footprint 
through actions that exceed what is 
required while enhancing their bottom 
line.

• Educating all Virginians about pollution 
prevention.

The Waste Management Hierarchy

Pollution Prevention 
(Source Reduction)

Re-Use

Recycling

Treatment

Disposal 
Release



What is an Environmental Management System (EMS)?

• A way for 
organizations to 
ensure they 
follow 
environmental 
regulations and 
their own internal 
environmental 
policies

• May include:

Analyses Plans Procedures

Modifications Training Communications

Record-
Keeping

Audits Reporting
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Greening of Government

• DEQ leads the 
Commonwealth’s 
Greening of Government 
efforts

• Statewide initiatives 
include:

EMS for 
Commonwealth 

Agencies

Waste 
Reduction

Purchasing
Energy 

Conservation
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Pollution Prevention at DEQ
Virginia Environmental Excellence Program

Virginia Environmental 
Excellence Program

Virginia Green

Governor’s Environmental 
Excellence Awards
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Virginia Environmental 
Excellence Program (VEEP)

• A voluntary program supporting facilities and organizations going above and beyond

What is it?

• Facilities, businesses, governments, and other organizations with a proven track 
record of environmental responsibility

Who can participate?

• Program assistance, recognition for organizations’ impacts, potential permit fee 
discounts, VEEP workshops

What are the benefits to businesses? 

• Encourages business practices that are “cleaner and greener”

What are the benefits to residents of Virginia?

9     



Sustainability Partners Track

T
y
p

e
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f 
fa

c
ili

ti
e

s • Organizations 
that have 
made 
environmental 
sustainability 
part of their 
operations

• One 
application 
per 
organization

O
rg
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n

iz
a
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o
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a
l C

u
lt
u

re • Culture of 
environmental 
sustainability

• Commitment 
to future 
projects

E
n

vi
ro

n
m
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n
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o
m

p
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n
c
e • Facilities 

must have a 
record of 
sustained 
compliance

K
e

y 
C

o
m
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o

n
e

n
ts • Recent 

achievements

• Collaborative 
partnerships

• Community 
involvement

A
p

p
lic

a
ti
o

n
 p

ro
ce

s
s • Applications 

accepted 
annually

• Generally in 
the spring

• Email 
completed 
applications



Environmental Management 
System (EMS) Track

T
y
p

e
s
 o

f 
fa

c
ili

ti
e

s • Facilities 
that use an 
EMS to 
manage 
and reduce 
impacts

T
h

re
e

 le
ve

ls
 o

f 
p

a
rt

ic
ip

a
ti
o

n • E2 – just 
getting 
started with 
EMS

• E3 – fully 
implemented 
EMS

• E4 – mature 
EMS

E
n
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m

e
n

ta
l C

o
m

p
lia

n
c
e • Facilities 

must have a 
record of 
sustained 
compliance R

e
p

o
rt

in
g • Annual 

reports 
required

A
p

p
lic

a
ti
o

n
 p

ro
c
e

s
s • Accepted 

on a rolling 
basis

• Email 
completed 
applications



Questions?

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality



Pollution Prevention at DEQ
Virginia Green

Virginia Environmental Excellence 
Program

Virginia Green

Governor’s Environmental 
Excellence Awards
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Virginia Green

• Partnership with DEQ, the VA 
Tourism Corporation, the VA 
Restaurant, Lodging and Travel 
Association, VA State Parks, and 
the Virginia Green Travel Alliance 
(VGTA)

• Network of tourism-related 
organizations

• Two levels of participation 
(virginiagreen.net)

Commitment 
Level

Full Certification Level
(re-certification every two years)
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https://www.virginiagreen.net/get-certified/


What can you expect from a Virginia Green 
business?

Recycling

No 
polystyrene 
disposables

Energy 
efficiency

Water 
conservation

Green events

Consumer 
engagement 
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Benefits for Virginia Green businesses

Green 
Business 
Directory

Training and 
Technical 

Assistance

Travel Star 
Awards

Annual 
Conference

Spring 2025 at Busch Gardens
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Pollution Prevention at DEQ
Governor’s Environmental Excellence Awards

Virginia Environmental Excellence 
Program

Virginia Green

Governor’s Environmental 
Excellence Awards
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Governor’s Environmental Excellence Awards

Sponsors

• DEQ
• Department of 

Conservation & 
Recreation

Eligibility

• Record of sustained 
compliance

• Businesses and 
industrial facilities

• Not-for-profit 
organizations

• Government 
agencies

Award Categories

• Environmental & 
Sustainability 
Program

• Environmental & 
Sustainability 
Project

• Land Conservation
• Green 

Commonwealth
• Virginia Outdoors 

Plan 
Implementation

Application

• Applications 
available in 
September

• Due December 12
• Email completed 

applications
• Winners announced 

in late March (at 
Environment 
Virginia?)
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Questions?
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EO 17: Recognizing the Value of 
Recycling and Waste Reduction
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Climate Pollution Reduction Grants

• Competitive award process open to Virginia agencies, colleges and 
universities

• Each grant will have two distinct funded program requirements:
o Edible Food Project
o Food Waste Composting Project

• Program will:
o Support statewide education and engagement on the importance of food 

waste reduction
o Provide opportunities for increased edible food rescue and food donation to 

food insecure communities
o Reduce emissions associated with landfilled organic waste by diverting it from 

landfills
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What are we wasting?

https://refed.org/food-waste/the-problem https://www.epa.gov/recycle/preventing-wasted-food-home
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https://refed.org/food-waste/the-problem
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/preventing-wasted-food-home


Surplus Food Occurs Across the Supply Chain

https://refed.org/food-waste/the-problem23     

https://refed.org/food-waste/the-problem


What can we do? 

Strategies to Reduce Wasted Food

• Smart shopping and planning

• Proper food storage

• Eat Me First! 
• Understanding spoilage, storage and 

expiration dates

• Creative cooking
• Batch prep and cooking
• Learning to cook without recipes
• Using leftovers
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Pollution reduction during the holidays

Gifts Re-Use

Decorations Food
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More Pollution Prevention and Environmental Resources

• Balloon release ban (DWR)

• Marine debris (CZM)

• Clean Virginia Waterways

• Plant Virginia Natives

• EPA Safer Choice label 

• EPA EnergyStar program

• EPA WaterSense program

Many products with these labels are included in the state sales tax holiday26     



What can you, your small business, or your community do?

Recycling
Reduce or eliminate 

single-use plastic
Repair and mend Purchasing choices

Education Handling waste Energy Audit27     

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eam31/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sgendera/


Learning Objectives – How did we do?

_Understand the importance of pollution prevention_

_List some of the pollution prevention programs at DEQ_

_Know how to identify Virginia Green businesses_

_Find additional pollution prevention resources_

_Identify at least one action you can take to prevent pollution_

28     



2025 Education Webinar 
Series

• Link to sign up for 
GovDelivery just for the 
Education Series

• Register for the whole 
series, or one by one
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FVADEQ%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Ftopic_id=VADEQ_184/1/010001938dbab43c-ea6faa3e-f013-4bad-9fcd-fa0baaa39c6f-000000/7M2PHkaV-bTtQrmpL_CF1eTG1IvXvPVQ3GP5j-O0yIg=382
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FVADEQ%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Ftopic_id=VADEQ_184/1/010001938dbab43c-ea6faa3e-f013-4bad-9fcd-fa0baaa39c6f-000000/7M2PHkaV-bTtQrmpL_CF1eTG1IvXvPVQ3GP5j-O0yIg=382
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FVADEQ%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Ftopic_id=VADEQ_184/1/010001938dbab43c-ea6faa3e-f013-4bad-9fcd-fa0baaa39c6f-000000/7M2PHkaV-bTtQrmpL_CF1eTG1IvXvPVQ3GP5j-O0yIg=382


Questions?
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