SPGP Section 7 Procedures
Step 1:	Official Species List
a. Obtain vicinity map of the project site and conduct DCR and DGIF database searches (see procedures for each).
b. Utilize the FWS Information, Planning, and Consultation System (IPaC) by clicking on the following link:  http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
c. “Click on initial Project Scoping” along the left side of the page.  This will take you to a map where you will locate your project site.  
d. Finding your project site:  You can do so by zooming in or by clicking on “Find a place” along the top portion of the map.
[image: ]
e. Draw your project boundary polygon. Once you have found your project site, click the dropdown menu with the pencil at the top of the map.  Begin drawing your project boundary polygon by clicking on the map and continue until the entire boundary is drawn. 
	[image: ]
f. Double click on last point to set polygon.  Do not cross the line of the polygon.  You can also edit polygon by moving the aqua squares and green dots.  Click the “Continue” button below the map. 
[image: ] 
g. Once you hit the “Continue” button from the map page, the below page appears.  Select “Development” from the dropdown menu and hit the “Continue” button.
[image: ]
h. The page that appears after hitting the “Continue” button will have your informal information regarding your project site.  However, an Official Species List must be obtained for Section 7.  Click on the “Request Official Species List” and fill out the Project Name and Description information and click “Request Official Species List.”
[image: ][image: ]
i. Fill out required (*) information in the pop up window.  The agency would be at the bottom of the drop down menu under “State of Virginia, Department of Environmental Quality.”  Click “No” for the “Are you a consultant” and click the check box and hit “Continue” button.  The button will not become available until all the required information is completed.
[image: ]
j. Once you hit “Continue” an email with a link will be sent to the email provided in the pop-up.  Clicking that link will prompt the system to send an email with your official species list.  Save email to the permit folder on the U drive.
Step 2:	Eagle Nest and Concentration.  
a. Find your project site on The Center for Conservation Biology Eagle Nest Locator Portal:  http://www.ccbbirds.org/what-we-do/research/species-of-concern/virginia-eagles/nest-locator/. The mapping portal is located half way down the page.
[image: ]
b. After locating your project site, determine if there are any nests located within 660 feet.  The yellow dots on the map indicate eagle nests.  Zoom down to 200m resolution and print screen to PDF or take a screen shot (push control, alternate, shift, and print screen keys all at the same time) and paste into a Word document.  Save a PDF of the document to the permit folder on the U drive.
[image: ]
c. Eagle Concentration Areas Determination: Use the following link to determine if your project site is within an Eagle Concentration Area: http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/endangered/projectreviews_step6b.html
d. Follow the steps located on the page.  You will be utilizing the ArcGIS map to find your project and to determine if the site is within an established concentration area.
 (
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e. Print screen to PDF or take a screen shot (push control, alternate, shift, and print screen keys all at the same time) and paste into a Word document.  Save a PDF of the document to the permit folder on the U drive.
Step 3:	Species Conclusion Table.
a. Gather the DCR and DGIF reports and FWS Species List and any threatened and endangered species information in the JPA.  
b. Open Species Conclusion Table.  Find the species located on the Official Species List in the drop down menu of the Species Conclusion Table.
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c. Once the species is selected, the Species info/Habitat Description column will auto populate.  Use this information and information located in the JPA to determine if habitat is present.  Use the dropdown menu in the Conclusion column to select your determination.  Appendix C, NAO ESA Project Review Procedure can be used to conclude your determination.  The ESA Section 7/Eagle Act Determination column will auto populate once a conclusion is selected in the Conclusion column.  Insert any supportive information for your determination in the Notes/Determination column. 
d. Determine if the site will disturb an eagle nest or if in an eagle concentration area.  The ESA Section 7/Eagle Act Determination column will auto populate once a conclusion is selected in the Conclusion column.  
e. Add any federally listed and proposed species listed in the DCR and DGIF searches in the Other section of the form and determine conclusion and determination.  This section will not auto populate and must be manually entered.  
f. See Appendix C, ESA Agency Coordination Procedures and NAO Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act Project Review Process of the SPGP SOP to determine if further coordination is needed. 
· If further coordination is required, include the following in the coordination package: 
1) Action area on USGS
2) Official Species List from IPaC
3) DCR and DGIF database search results
4) Habitat Assessment or Species surveys (if applicable)
5) Eagle nest area map
6) Species Conclusion Table
7) Completed Project Review Request Letter (see GP startup templates)
8) Any other information that supports conclusions
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Endangered Species Act Species List (USFWS Endangered Species Program).
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another geographic area. For example, cerain fishes may appear on the species list because 2 project could cause downsiream effects on the species. Citical habitts listed under the Has.
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Species that should be considered in an effects analysis for your project:

Has
Clams. Status. Critical| Contact
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Dwarf wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon) Endangered © | species info| |Virginia Ecological Services Field Office
Population: Entire:

Flowering Plants.

harperella (PHimnium nodosum) Endangered © ia Ecological Services Field Office
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FWS Migratory Birds (USFWS Migratory Bird Program).

The protection of birds is regulated by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA). Any activity, intentional or unintentional,
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by the U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668
(a)). The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. For more information regarding
these Acts see: hitp:fnww. s qovmiaratorvbids/RequiationsandPoliies niml

Al project proponents are responsible for complying with the appropriate reguiations protecting birds when planning and developing a project. To meet these conservation
obligations, proponents should identity potential or existing project-related impacts to migratory birds and their habitat and develop and implement conservation measures that
avoid, minimize, or compensate for these impacts. The Service's Birds of Conservation Concem (2008) report identifies species, subspecies, and populations of all migratory
nongame birds that, without additional conservation actions, are liely to become listed under the Endangered Species Act as amended (16 U.S.C 1531 et seq ).

For information about Birds of Conservation Concern, go to: hto:/fuww fs qovimigratorybirds/CurrentBirdissues/Management/BCC himi.

To search and view summaries of year-round bird occurrence data ithin your project area, go to the Avian Knowledge Network Histogram Tool links in the Bird Conservation
Tools section at: htip:/vy. fws. qovimigratorybirds/CCMB2.htm.
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Step 6b - Eagle Concentration Areas

B) Determine if the action area intersects within a designated bald eagle concentration area by using the ¥irginig
Field Gffice’s Bald Eagle Map Tool (Note: accessing this online ArcGIS tool may take a few minutes)
Shoreiines designated as conceniration areas (both winter and summer) were mapped with a 60 foot buffer.

(NOTE: For projects that have blasting or other loud noise components, the buffer distance around eagle
nests and concentration areas is 2,640 feet or up to 5,280 feet in open areas. Refer to the National Bald
Eagle Management Guidelines.)

1. I the action area does not intersect with an eagle concentration area, add "bald eagle” to the
species/resource name column and add "does not intersect with an eagle concentration area” to the
conclusion column in the species conclusion table. Continue to Step 7.

If the action area intersects with an eagle concentration area, add "bald eagle” to the speciesresource name
column and add "does intersect with eagle concentration area" to the conclusion column in the species
conclusions table. Using the mapper, you wil also be able to determine the time of year resirictions for the
shoreline area. Continue to Step 7.
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